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What’s in store…

•How to cut 
dialogue that 
doesn’t support 
the story



CUT the dialogue
• Parentheticals references

TEST 
EACH
LINE

BLONDE AMBTION



CUT the dialogue
• That drop off into a one word

TEST 
EACH
LINE



CUT the dialogue
• That doesn’t advance the story

TEST 
EACH
LINE



CUT the dialogue
• That doesn’t reveal theme or genre

TEST 
EACH
LINE

TOP GUN: MAVERICK



CUT the dialogue
• That doesn’t say the character’s tagline 

TEST 
EACH
LINE

RAISING DION



CUT the dialogue
• That doesn’t state a character’s emotional state (how 

they “see” life: angry, sad, happy, anxious)

TEST 
EACH
LINE

THELMA AND LOUISE



CUT the dialogue
• Of secondary characters

TEST 
EACH
LINE

TOP GUN: MAVERICK



Next up…

I’ll show you how to craft 

your 1st three pages using 

top-tier persuasive writing 

techniques.



1st Three 
Pages
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